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The Development of Japanese Policies
Regarding a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific”

Masafumi Iida

Head, America, Europe, and Russia Division, Regional Studies Department,
National Institute for Defense Studies, Japan

[Abstract]

In the broad area spanning from the Pacific Ocean to the
Indian Ocean, Japan has developed the “Free and Open Indo-Pacific
Strategy” and aimed to counter the Chinese challenge to the existing
rule of law based on the international order of the seas. However,
due to the necessity of constructing a stable relationship with China,
sharing a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” with even more countries, and
differentiating itself from America’s hardline “Free and Open Indo-
Pacific Strategy” regarding China, Japan has modified its language
by using the term “vison” (kosd), thereby emphasizing “inclusivity.”
The Yoshihide Suga Administration inherited the “Free and Open
Indo-Pacific Vison.” However, as security cooperation through
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is enhanced in order
to strengthen deterrence as a “hard method,” the “Free and Open
Indo-Pacific” must be repositioned as a “soft method” that fosters
international opinion promoting the Chinese adoption of the existing

world order.

Keywords: Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP), Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (Quad), Rule of Law, International Order of the

Seas
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